Vintage Laminated Props
(on a budget)

by Ray McDougall
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You can pay big bucks for those real laminated propellers for your scale model and in many cases it’s only used for static display and a standard prop has to be used for flying. Here’s a way to convert a standard wood Zinger (or other) to look like a laminated prop and it can be used for static as well as flying.
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It’s not difficult to change the tip shape of a wood prop slightly without spoiling it’s efficiency. The tips are easily rounded or the outer leading edge reshaped on a sanding disc to look more like your prototype. Of course you have to re-balance the prop. Sometimes I just paint the prop a single color such as the white and red painted sample in the photo. This one looked exactly right on my Super Cub.
If you want the vintage laminated look the existing finish has to first be sanded off including the manufacturer’s label. I then mask off the laminations with ¼” mylar masking tape to the shape and spacing that I want. The dark color is painted between the masking tape lines. If you look at a photo of a real laminated propeller you will see the pattern that is formed by the laminations. The dark strips are simply hand painted inside the tapes using a coarse-bristled brush.....this will give a “streaked” look that is quite realistic for wood grain. A little practice will help you get just the right effect. I like to use the Humbrol paints because they cover nicely in one coat and there are lots of wood colors to choose from. After the dark color is dry clearcoat the whole thing with a couple of coats of spar varnish.....this gives the yellow look that the old props had. The result will fool even the most experienced builders if done right.
I like to make the prop decals with my computer and print them onto waterslide decal paper, the original artwork for these are easily found on the internet.
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Here is a photo of an old beater that I did some years ago. They look even better when they get old. This one has both light and dark colors painted. The aluminum sheeting on the tips is made from some adhesive-backed aluminum foil that I got from a craft store.....I think Flightmetal would work well too. The rivets are made with a piece of sharpened brass tubing. The prop washer was made on the lathe from aluminum.....the capscrews are phony.

